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Florence, the Torrino of the Specola now open to the public after 150 years 

The three exhibitions in the main scientific museums of the city open after the one at Palazzo Medici Riccardi. And also the ancient astronomical observatory comes back to life



The three exhibitions held at the Museum of Natural History - ‘La Specola’ Section, at the History of Science Museum (Galileo Museum) and at the Physics Cabinet of the Science and Technology Foundation and presented today  will be open to the public from Sunday November 8th (until May 2010). They complete the Florence and Science itinerary - a fascinating journey through time among the  “19th-century Collections, Places and Personalities”- recently inaugurated at the Palazzo Medici Riccardi with the exhibition Florence, 1829. Art, Science, Society.



The four exhibitions display thousands of objects, instruments,  a wide range of nature specimens as well as paintings, drawings, and especially rare and valuable sculptures. They attest to the extraordinary decades before the unification of Italy when Florence was the intellectual capital, the jealous guardian of the Galilean tradition and of priceless collections.   One of the European centres of scientific knowledge, the city witnessed the invention of the first telegraph, teletypewriter and even piston engine, as well as the first experiments on  the telephone and of astrophysics.  



Sponsored by the Municipality of Florence, this initiative is the first great project aimed at promoting the extraordinary heritage of the approximately 20 scientific museums of the city  (www.firenzescienza.it). It is coordinated by the science historian Mara Miniati and is part of the Little Big Museums project created by the Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze under the scientific supervision of Antonio Paolucci.



The title of the exhibition at the Museum of Natural History is The Tribune of Galileo and the Florentine Specola. Curated by Fausto Barbagli, it displays an important selection of botanical and anatomical waxes, nature specimens, telescopes, short films and functioning models of instruments. Recreating the cultural ideas (the unity of sciences) of the ancient Imperial and Royal Museum, for the first time the 19th-century observatory (the Torrino) is now open to the public, restored, after 150 years of neglect, thanks to the Tuscan Region and organized as a permanent exhibition with funds given by the Ente Cassa di Risparmio.



The History of Science Museum, instead, holds the exhibition curated by Simone Contardi and Mara Miniati,  Physics in 19th-century Florence. It displays a large group of machines and models (that the public can use) evidence of the exceptional pioneering scientific progress in Tuscany at the time of the Lorraines.



In those years science, even though already going towards increasing specializations which would soon give rise to totally separate sectors, was still one. The collection itself (still one of the most important in Europe) displayed at the Physics Cabinet of the Science and Technology Foundation, is an example of this. It consists of 3000 machines and equipment from the most varied branches of learning, purchased starting from 1850 by the Istituto Tecnico Toscano as teaching aids. The title is: Educational Methods for Science in the 19th Century, curated by Paolo Brenni, Anna Giatti, and Guido Gori.



All this is acutely and elegantly epitomized in the exhibition at the Palazzo Medici Riccardi (Florence, 1829), where the nineteenth-century specialist Silvestra Bietoletti illustrates through a number of paintings, sculptures, drawings, projects, instruments and artefacts, the paradoxical civil and social climate (politically conservative, yet culturally enlightened) that made grand ducal Florence a unique place in Italy during the Restoration.



The four exhibitions, mainly oriented towards families and young people, are linked to an impressive educational programme for schools (Up with  science!):  guided tours and workshops (Sunday Scientists), multimedia competitions (Collecting Science), hobby (Science as a game), in which 70 thousand students and 3000 teachers will take part. For them there is a passe-partout Special Card at the price of € 4.50 (info: www.portaleragazzi.it).



Florence and Science is sponsored by the Ministry for Arts and Culture and by the University of Florence. The Tuscan Region, Provincial Administration of Florence Banca CR Firenze, Museum of Natural History, History of Science Museum (Galileo Museum) and the Science and Technology Foundation have contributed to the 2009 edition.



The Monuments and Fine Arts Office of Florence and Tuscany, the Vieusseux Scientific and Literary Cabinet, Ximenian Observatory Foundation and the Georgofili Academy have also collaborated. Antonio Paolucci, director of the  Vatican Museums, presides over the Scientific Committee which has among its members Cristina Acidini, Paolo Galluzzi, Giovanni Pratesi, Guido Gori, Claudio Rosati, and Carlo Sisi.  The scientific coordination is by  Mara Miniati. Technical sponsors: APT Firenze, ATAF, Toscana Energia and Media partner Corriere della Sera.
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